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Sri Lanka ‘..

Sinhala-Buddhist
nationalism has
emerged as a
destructive force
after the war and
has led to the
repression of
minority rights,
and attacks on
Hindus, Christians,
and Muslims.

Democratic
Socialist
Republic of
Sri Lanka

B Sri Lanka is a multi-ethnic, multi-religious nation that
was plagued by decades of violent conflict between
the Sinhala-majority government and Tamil separatist
groups in the northern and eastern parts of the
country.

B The civil war came to an end in May 2009, and both
sides were guilty of severe human rights violations and
war crimes. The prolonged conflict was detrimental to
all Sri Lankans, especially the Hindu minority (7.1%),
which experienced an undue share of violence and
displacement. Despite censure by the international
community, the government remains unwilling to
conduct a meaningful investigation into crimes
committed during the war.

B The Sinhala dominated government failed to reach
political reconciliation with the Tamil minority (8.5%)
in 2013 and refused to cede political power to Tamil
political parties, who won provincial elections in the
north. Sri Lanka’s security forces suppressed minority
rights and committed human rights abuses in former
conflict zones in the northeast.

Monitored
Countries

The following nations have been
categorized as Monitored Countries due

to a history of violations against the Hindu
community, with improved conditions in
recent years. The one exception is Saudi
Arabia, which has a small population

of Hindu migrant workers and a lack of
available data on violations against Hindus.

® Republic of the Fiji Islands
® Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
® Republic of Trinidad & Tobago
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Fijian Hindus
historically faced
discriminatory
treatment, hate
speech, and
violent attacks
on temples.

Republic
of the
Fiji Islands

B |n Fiji, Hindus constitute approximately 27.9%

of the population and comprise the second

largest religious community in the country behind
Christians (64.5%). Fijian Hindus historically

faced discriminatory treatment, hate speech, and
violent attacks on temples. Conditions improved
significantly in 2009, and there had been no
religiously motivated attacks until 2014 when a Hindu
religious school was vandalized and desecrated.

B New restrictive regulations on Hindu temples

and organizations were implemented in 2012 and
continued in 2013. Under the regulations, Hindus
were required to acquire permits to hold events with
more than ten people. Many Hindu temples were
unable to obtain permits for religious gatherings.

B The regime of Prime Minister Frank Bainamirama
continued to repress fundamental rights in 2013,
including abuses by security forces and suppression
of political dissent. A new Constitution adopted

in September 2013 gives the government broad
powers to impinge on the rights of free speech,
assembly, and association.

Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia

B Saudi Arabia has shown an ongoing disregard for
fundamental human rights through the suppression of
political dissent, restrictions on religious freedom, and
absence of basic women’s rights. Saudi law is based
on Sharia and mandates all citizens to be Muslims.
Public practice of other religions is prohibited, and
non-Muslim places of worship are forbidden.

B The Hindu population is primarily comprised of migrant
workers from South Asia (165,000 — 300,000), who
frequently endure “slavery-like conditions.” Non-Muslim
migrant workers, particularly Hindus, are deprived of all
basic human rights and religious freedom.

B Saudi Arabia exports extreme forms of Wahhabi Islam
to other countries and spends an estimated $3 billion
annually on the construction of mosques, provision of
educational materials, and support for Islamists.

Moderate religious
leaders in Pakistan
warn that Saudi
Wahhabism

is making an
“ideological
assault” on the
country through
its funding of
hardline mosques
and militant
organizations.
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The Trinidadian
Sexual Offences
Act punishes
same-sex
relationships with
up to 25 years
imprisonment.

- of Trinidad

and Tobago

B The country is a multi-ethnic, multi-religious
island nation with Indo-Trinidadians (35.4%) and
Afro-Trinidadians (34.2%) accounting for the
majority of the population. The racial and religious
animosity between Afro-Trinidadians and Indo-
Trinidadians has been exacerbated over the years,
with Hindu Indo-Trinidadians (18.2%) facing hate
speech and intolerance.

B Hindus have faced a multitude of human

rights issues, including physical attacks, temple
desecration, economic/political discrimination, and
the inequitable distribution of government funds.
Conditions for Hindus have significantly improved
under the government of Kamla Persad Bissessar,
with an increase in religious freedom and equal
protection under the law.

B Discrimination based on sexual orientation was
an ongoing issue in 2013. The Trinidadian Sexual
Offences Act punishes same-sex relationships
with up to 25 years imprisonment, and under the
Immigration Act, “homosexuals” are banned from
entering the country.

and Relief
Projects

B An HAF medical team toured Bhutanese
refugee camps in 2012 in the city of Damak,
Nepal. The trip culminated in a partnership with
the UNHCR in 2013 to serve: (1) dental care, and
(2) mental health needs of Bhutanese refugees
remaining in the camps.

B HAF began working with the resettled
Bhutanese American community in Philadelphia
in 2013, and launched The Bhutanese American
Project in March 2014 to provide grants to directly
benefit Bhutanese refugees across the country.

B At the beginning of 2013, HAF conducted an
independent fact-finding mission and medical

trip to the northwestern Indian city of Jodhpur,
where thousands of Pakistani Hindus have sought
refuge in recent years. The Foundation conducted
interviews, assessed camp conditions, and
provided medical care to over 400 refugees.

B HAF spearheaded several Pakistani Hindu
refugee assistance projects in 2013-2014 in
conjunction with other organizations to address
the following needs: (1) Education; (2) Shelter; (3)
Warm Blankets; and (4) Lighting/Electricity.

B After severe floods devastated Sindh and
southern Punjab in Pakistan in 2013, HAF
partnered with other organizations to provide one
month’s worth of emergency relief supplies (food,
clothing, and medicines) to 650 Hindu families.
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