
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 2, 2008 
 
Dear Senator,            
 
The Hindu American Foundation (HAF) is thankful for the opportunity to have met with your office during the last 
few weeks before the 2008 election. As an advocacy group for the nation’s 2 million Hindu Americans, we serve 
to educate the public and leaders in public policy on the issues relevant to our community, both nationally and 
internationally.  
  
To better serve our membership and the greater interfaith community, the Hindu American Foundation 
respectfully seeks your position on the queries below.  HAF would appreciate receiving promptly your thoughtful 
response so that we can share your perspectives with a diverse range of faith communities in advance of Election 
Day.  
 

1. Our founding fathers envisioned a nation wherein every faith enjoyed equal protection, freedom of 
worship and the guarantee of separation of church and state.  A growing number of Americans, 
however, are advocating for less of a division between faith and governance, be it in the selection of 
federal judgeships to bioethical issues such as stem-cell research or the teaching of creationism in 
public schools.  In this regard: 

a. Do you favor a strict or loose constitutional doctrine of separation from church and state?  
b. Is the United States a Christian nation?  
c. What is your vision of religious pluralism?  

 
2. Currently the USCIS is in the midst of readopting the regulations for the R-1 Religious Non-Immigrant 

visa and reconsidering the Special Immigrant religious worker program (Congress recently the latter 
until March 2009 and further action contingent on the new regulations). Both programs are imperative 
not only to minority faith communities, but all faith communities in their ability to meet their religious 
and spiritual employment needs.  How will you prioritize and ensure that fair and neutral regulations 
are implemented so that all faith communities may benefit from these programs? 

 
3. The US provides billions of dollars for foreign aid annually to nations, some of whom do not have a 

strong human rights record. As a strong advocate of free speech and human rights, what should the 
U.S. be doing to ensure that aid provided is used to champion this cause and protect minority rights?  
More specifically, how do you plan to address ongoing U.S. funds and aid to Pakistan where Hindus 
face hate and draconian laws, and in India-controlled Jammu & Kashmir, where Hindus face daily  
Pakistani-backed terrorism? 

 
Thank you for your time and attention to these important questions. We look forward to becoming the Hindu-
American resource for your office on domestic and foreign policy issues. 

 Regards,  

Ishani Chowdhury 
Director of Public Policy 

 


